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Aluminum Extrusions vs. Molded Plastic, Wood, And PVC

Very good mechanical properties. Wide variation in properties from .08 to .8 |Good compressive properties, variable Low mechanical properties.
tensile strength of aluminum extrusions  |with the species of wood and moisture
for glass filled compounds. content.
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Easily formable and extruded in a wide Easily formed or molded into complex Poor; cannot be routinely formed. Easily formed or molded into complex
variety of complex shapes including multi-|shapes.

void hollows. Formable to net shapes,

and extrusions provide for the placement
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Excellent; ideal for heat exchanger Poor; low coefficient of thermal (heat)
applications. transfer.

High scrap value; routinely reprocessed [Routinely reprocessed but loses Low scrap value. Low scrap value routinely reprocessed.
to generate new extrusions. properties; reprocessed material is added
to new stock.

Lightweight aluminum extrusions can Savings for vehicles, processing, In certain applications. Can offer energy savings in appropriate
offer energy savings for transportation insulation. transportation applications.
vehicles.
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